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L A K E H E A D    U N I V E R S I T Y

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE
                                        POLI: 4330 WA: Theories of The State
Dr. S.  Serajul Islam






               Winter 2007
      

Office:  RB 2031



         
            Wednesday: 11:30-2:30 p.m.

Phone:  343-8157

                                  


                     RB 2024
Office Hours:

Tues/Th: 11:30 a.m.- 12.30 p.m.--or by appointment.

CONTENT

This course explores various theories of the state: Liberal-Pluralists, Marxists, Post-colonialists and Feminine from the perspective of the contemporary international/global politics. Finally it examines the contemporary crisis of the nation-state and the future of the state. 

TEACHING METHODOLOGY:
Lecture, Seminar presentation and Discussion.
REQUIRED TEXT:

Daniel Egan and L.A. Chorbajian, Power: A Critical Reader (Prentice Hall, 2005)

(available in the book store) All required readings are from this book.
RECOMMENDED TEXT:

P. Dunleavy and B. O’Leary, Theories of the State

EVALUATION:



Review Paper..............................................
30%




Examination................................................
30%




Attendance..................................................    10%

                                    Presentation, Discussion & Participation…   30%
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RESEARCH PAPER 

The Review Paper is due on the last day of the class.  It will be a critical review of any one of the 23 books cited in the reference list OR a book of your choice related to the theories of the state. The essay will be at least 20 pages, typed, double spaced. I will give more information in the class. Please consult me before writing.

SEMINAR PRESENTATION: 

There will be no assigned presentation. Every student has to be ready for every topic in every class. I will give lecture for the first hour but in the second half I will ask any student to make a summary presentation on the assigned reading. Class discussion will follow the presentation. Every student has to be ready with at least one question on the topic. Every student will make 2/3 presentations in the whole semester.
LECTURE OUTLINE
WEEK 1
Introduction:  An overview of the course

In the first week there is no reading. Students are required to buy the book in the first week so that they could be ready for presentation and participation in the second week.

WEEK 2



Lecture:  The State: Origin and Approaches



Required Readings: Critical Theories of Power: 1-27 



WEEK 3


Lecture:  Pluralist-Liberal Approaches to the State



Required Readings: State theory:  29-58



WEEK 4  



Lecture:  Neo-Pluralist Approach to the State

Required Readings: Electoral Politics: 65-104
WEEK 5         

Lecture:  Classical Elite Approach to the State



Required Readings: The Welfare State: 115-150
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WEEK 6



Lecture:  Radical Elite Approach to the State



Required Readings: Media and Ideology: 151-180



WEEK 7


Lecture:  Classical Marxist Approach to the State


Required Readings: Nation State and global Economy: 181-194, 208-232


WEEK 8


Lecture:  Neo-Marxist Approach to the State
WEEK 9
 EXAMINATION
WEEK 10


Lecture:  Feminist Theory of the State 
                      
Required Readings; Feminist Theory of the State: 59-64, 195-207, 347-

357. 



WEEK 11    


Lecture:  Theories of the Failed State        

                   
Required Readings: War, Genocide and Repression: 239-286
WEEK 12:  
Required Readings: Revolution: 287-332


WEEK 13: 
Required Readings: Social Movements: 333-347, 358-400.
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Recommended References:

1.
Alford, R. and R. Friedland, The Powers of Theory:  Capitalism, the State and Democracy.
2.
Arrow, K. J. Social choice and Individual Values.

3.   
Bachrach, P. The Theory of Democratic Elitism 
4.   
Barker, Ernest. The Political Thought of Plato and Aristotle.
5.
Connolly, W. ed. The Bias of Pluralism.

6.  
Dahl, R. Dilemmas of Pluralist Democracy: Autonomy Versus Control 
7.
Dunleavy, P and B.O’Leary. Theories of the state
8.    
Hallowell, John M. and Jene M. Parter. Political Philosophy: The search for         Humanity and Order.

9.  
Islam, Syed Serajul, The State and Economic Development.
10.  
Jessop, R. The Capitalist State 
11.  
Marx, Karl and Fredrick Engels. Selected Works 
12. 
Marx, Karl. Capital, Volume 1
13. 
Mills, C. Wright, The Power Elite

14. 
Moore, Barrington, Social Origins of Democracy and Dictatorship 
15.
Mueller, D. Public Choice 
16.   
Nicholls, D. Three Varieties of Pluralism.

17.   
Nicholls, D. The Pluralist State
18.  
Nordlinger, E. The Anatomy of the Democratic State 
19.
Piaget, J. Structuralism 
20. 
Prewitt, K. and A. Stone. The Ruling Elites: Elite Theory, Power and American Democracy
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21. 
Self, P. Political Theories of Modern Government 
22.
Sherwani, Haroon Khan. Muslim Political Thought and Administration 
23.
Smith, Anthony D. Theories of Nationalism
24.
Taylor, M. “Mathematical Political Theory”, in British Journal of Political Science,


No.1, 1971. 
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